Cadets Show They’ve Got The Skills!

It’s 0830 on an overcast Saturday morning at Nesscliffe Training Camp – Most people are sensibly wrapped up in bed but 25 Cadets from Madeley and Dawley Bank detachments (along with Cdt Staff Sgt Blackstock from Shifnal) are formed up on the parade square ready and waiting to test their military skills against a series of tough challenges!

They’re quickly broken down in to 3 sections and kick the day off with shooting on the indoor range, obstacle course training and command and leadership challenges along with a field-craft theory test – all designed to find our up and coming field-craft stars and root out those with the potential for promotion!

As usual the Cadets attack the challenges put in front of them with grit and determination putting in an excellent effort over the obstacle course, going back again and again until they master every obstacle. Notable performances come from Cdt Nicole Caston and Cdt Eric Evans who both go back to overcome the course.

On the range the competition to become the best shot is fierce but Cdt Joey Evans takes the title, consistently placing groups at under 10mm – including his declared shot!

The morning wraps up the ‘The Towers of Hanoi’, a command task demanding logical thought, a sound plan, solid leadership and outstanding teamwork to complete in time! As if that wasn’t enough to contend with the Cadets complete a taxing theory test and are assessed on their ability to select and pack kit for the field!

After a short lunch break it’s onto the minibus and out to the training area where they get the chance to put all their skills into practice and complete a field exercise.

As a platoon operating in enemy territory they are tasked with recovering a lost section and carrying out a CTR on a known enemy position. Section one move out from the HQ bunker to recover their missing comrades and patrol off onto the area. A short while later they discover one of the missing troops, badly injured after coming under attack. They quickly secure the area and set about giving emergency aid.

Meanwhile, section two are crawling slowly and quietly up a shallow gulley to catch a glimpse of the enemy. They gather as much information as they can and make their exit. Once back at the FRV they send in their SITREP and await further orders. 

Quickly the orders come in for all sections to abandon their missions and withdraw to a safe location! When they arrive they are given the news that their new mission is to assault the enemy position, steal 2 devices and get out of there as quickly as possible.

With speed a priority the sections storm the enemy and snatch two suspect objects. They sprint away and deliver them to a waiting vehicle.

After all the excitement (and a quick clean up!) the Cadets take their place to find out who made top of the list!

The medals and plaque went to Section One for an outstanding effort and Cdt Nicole Caston picked up the award for ‘Outstanding Cadet’ for her effort, determination and skill shown throughout the day.

Thanks go out to all the Cadets who took part in the day for their effort and enthusiasm and to all the staff on the ground and at HQ, whose hard work made it happen!

