SHROPSHIRE ARMY CADET FORCE
COUNTY BATTLEFIELD TOUR TO “WATERLOO” 24-26 JUNE 2011


On Friday 24th June 2011, 27 County Adults mustered at the” Week End Training Centre” at Nesscliff in order to prepare for the trip on the Saturday to Waterloo in Belgium, for the annual “bonding weekend”.

Friday evening started with coffee and biscuits and receiving the “Briefing” packs that gave everyone an overview of the weekend and most received a copy of “The Battle - A new history of the Battle of Waterloo”, this was to keep everyone occupied during the long road trip.

The evening then continued by the showing of the 1970 film “Waterloo” which most of those taking part said they were glad to have seen as it bought the whole battle together especially when standing on the actual battlefield at Waterloo.

Having spent the night in the WETC, 0530 hrs soon came around and we were up and ready for a good breakfast at 0600hrs. 

Then we got onto the minibuses (memories of sardines) and left Shropshire at 0630 hrs in order to be at the tunnel by 1230 hrs.

With one quick “pee” stop on the way we got to the Tunnel on time only to be greeted with an hours delay (typical). But with the back of the journey broken the two hours from the Tunnel to Waterloo was not so bad.

Arriving in Waterloo at 1800 hrs, I dropped off at the Ibis Hotel to sort out the rooms whilst the remainder went on to “Lion Mound” and the battlefield for a quick recce for the Sunday.

When we all meet up at the Hotel, life became more relaxed with everyone finding their comfortable room and then venturing out into Waterloo to find a meal (the hotel restaurant could not cope with 27 extras). Everyone found somewhere to eat and drink and all had a good meal and a sample of the excellent Belgium beer.

Sunday was the visit day. After a fine continental breakfast at a sensible hour we all met at 0900 hrs and moved off to the other end of this small town and visited Wellingtons HQ (was the Bodenghien Inn then, where he stayed on the nights before and after the Battle, and where he wrote his dispatch to Horse guards telling them of the battles success, it was also where his longstanding ADC, Col Sir Alexander Gordon died in Wellington’s own bed from wounds received at the battle. We were also able to visit the church (L’Eglise Saint-Joseph et la Chapelle royale), opposite the HQ where many commemorative stones have been erected in honour to those who died from various Regiments and families.

Ever onwards, Next it was to the Battlefield itself and the climb to the top of the “Lion Mound” erected in Honour of the Price of Orange, one of the Dukes Generals and who was wounded on that spot. Built in 1824-1826 it has 226 steps up the 41 metre high hill (accomplished by the whole party). From the summit you can see the whole battlefield and the Farms that were involved in the battle and feature in every film you see about the battle.

Then everyone was free to visit the exhibitions as they wished, which included the Wax Works, Panorama (a huge 360 degree painting of the battle), the cinema and the inevitable gift shop.

But at 1245 hrs we met up again and went on the All Terrain Battlefield trip (it was a converted old RL 3 ton truck) which had an audio commentary as we travelled around the whole battlefield and saw “Chateau-Ferme D’Hougoumont (The Hougoumont Farm defended by the Guards and that never fell during the whole battle), Ferme be La Belle Alliance (where FM Blucher and Wellington met up after the Battle), Ferme Papelotte (Taken by the French and then by the Prussians) and finally Ferme La Haie Sainte (held by the English, taken by the French and then retaken by the English), this trip showed us just how small the battlefield was and the type of terrain they were fighting over and especially Wellingtons excellent use of “dead ground”..

Then it was lunch and a final yet quick walk around and then back onto the minibuses and back to the tunnel to be greeted by yet another 1 hour delay.

Arriving back at Nesscliff at 0130 hrs somewhat weary and bruised (from the bus seats) but jubilant, we could then get our cars and head for home.

From the comments on the day and since we got back it would seem to have been enjoyed by all who took park and I am being asked about next years trip (not yet even thought about).

May I thank the Commandant, Col Mike Watkins for agreeing to the Trip and to Col Edmund Thewles (County Trust) and Col Tim Weeks (WM RFCA) for funding the trip, our thanks.
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